
General English
Syllabus (3 Credits)
for the Students of Medicine, at the School of Medicine 

Instructors:

Faculty Members:

· Hadi Azimi, PhD (Coordinator)

· Majid Soltai-Moghaddam, PhD

· Mostafa Pourhaji, PhD

Non-faculty members

· Hilda Emadipour, MA
· Mehdi Mehrabi-Tavan, MA

· Yasamin Hajipour, MA

· Mohammad Barzegar, PhD

· Tania Samadaian, PhD

Course overview:

The aim of the syllabus is to prepare students of medicine at the School of Medicine, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, to use English for their studies and consequently for their professional needs in real life and at work. This is realized as it follows.
Students will develop abilities including:

• a deep understanding of the medical subjects

• higher order thinking skills including analysis, critical thinking, andproblem solving

• presenting ordered and coherent arguments
Course aims:

The aims of the syllabus are to enable students to:
· develop reading skills in order to skim a text for main ideas, to scan for specific information, and to interpret for inferences and predictions
· develop understanding of English language in the context of contemporary topics and enhance their knowledge of lexical resources and collocations  
· develop independent reasoning skills

· acquire the ability to analyze the meaning of language as used in its context
· develop the ability to present a point of view clearly, and consider and reflect upon those of others

· enhance their progress to become confident, independent, and active readers
develop explanations with examples, analysis, and evaluation. 

Assessment:

· Class work and quizzes:   10 %
· Midterm:                         30 %
· Final Exam:                     60 %
Schedule of Topics and Passages
	Weeks
	Sessions
	Topics

	1
	Monday


	Introduction to the course 

 Unit1 Epidemiology: The Clinical Spectrum Page 1- 

What GPs see

	
	Wednesday
	Unit2 Epidemiology: The Epidemiological Approach to Medicine  Page 6- 

Populations and Diseases

	2
	Monday


	Unit1 Epidemiology: The Clinical Spectrum Page 3- 

What Hospital Doctors See

	
	Wednesday
	Unit2 Epidemiology: The Epidemiological Approach to Medicine  Page 7- 

Ethnic and Cultural Factors

	3
	Monday


	Quiz on Unit 1

Unit3 The Health of The World Page 11- 

The Burden of Preventable Disease 

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Unit 2

Unit4 Dark Side of Sunny Spain for Britain's Elderly Expatriates Page 15- 

The Language Barrier 

	4
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 1&3

Unit5 Malnutrition of Affluent Societies Page 16- 

Over-nutrition and Obesity

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 2&4

Unit6 Malnutrition in Poor Countries Page 20- 

Kwashiorkor (Protein-Energy Malnutrition) 

	5
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 1&3

Unit5 Malnutrition of Affluent Societies Page 17- 

Epidemiology

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 4&6

Unit8 The Role Fathers Play in Supporting Their Pregnant Partners Page 27- 

Fathers and Pregnancy

	6
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 3&5

Unit7 Alcohol Abuse and Dependence Page 24- 

Alcohol Dependence Syndrome 

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 6&8

Unit10 Measles Page 32- 

Epidemiology

	7
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 5&7

Unit9 Infectious Diseases Page 28- 

Global impact

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 6&8

Unit10 Measles Page 34- 

Prevention

	-
	
	Midterm

	8
	Monday


	Unit11 Thalidomide Disaster Page 36- 

The Search for the Cause

	
	Wednesday
	Unit12 Neurology: A Case from the Out-patient Clinic Page 39- 

Special Examinations

	9
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 9&11

Unit13 Psychiatry: Mania and Melancholia Page 43- 

Mania

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 8&10

Unit12 Neurology: A Case from the Out-patient Clinic Page 41- 

Diagnosis

	10
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 9&11

Unit13 Psychiatry: Mania and Melancholia Page 44- 

Melancholia

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 10&12

Unit14 The Nocebo Effect: Placebo's Evil Twin Page 48- 

The Nocebo Effect

	11
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 11&13

Unit15 OCD: Brain Pattern Associated with Genetic Risk of OCD Page 49- 

The Causes of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder 

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 10&12

Unit14 The Nocebo Effect: Placebo's Evil Twin Page 48- 

The Nocebo Effect

	12
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 11&13

Unit15 OCD: Brain Pattern Associated with Genetic Risk of OCD Page 49- 

The Prevention of Obsessive Compulsive Disorder

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 12&14

Unit16 Pediatrics: Cystic Fibrosis Page 50- 

Clinical Features

	13
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 13&15

Unit17 Pediatrics: Asthma Page 54- 

Clinical Features

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 12&14

Unit16 Pediatrics: Cystic Fibrosis Page 51- 

Management

	14
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 13&15

Unit17 Pediatrics: Asthma Page 55- 

Management

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 14&16

Unit18 Oncology: Medical Oncology Page 59- 

Etiology and Epidemiology of Cancer 

	15
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 15&17

Unit19 Leukemia Page 65- 

Clinical Manifestations and Management

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 14&16

Unit18 Oncology: Medical Oncology Page 61- 

Pathology of Malignancy

	16
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 17&19

Unit21 Life in Your Hands: First-Aid Maneuvers Page 71- 

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 16&18

Unit20 Nifty after Fifty: More Senior-Only Fitness Centers Popping Up Page 70- 

	17
	Monday


	Quiz on Units 19&21

Unit21 Life in Your Hands: First-Aid Maneuvers Page 73-
First Aid in Emergency 

	
	Wednesday
	Quiz on Units 18&20

Unit22 Asphyxia Page 78- 

	-
	
	Final Exam


N.B. The English department is currently developing a book on Medical English and intends to pilot the book for this course after the mid-term. In case the new book is ready by then, the syllabus presented after the mid-term will change accordingly.
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